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SUBJECTt ABORTIVE COUP AGAINST NEW LIBYAN MILITARY REGIME
le AT APPROXIMATELY 1815 HOURS DECEMBER
BROADCAST VAGUE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE "REACTIONARIES AND OPPOR-
TUNISTS ACTING FOR. IMPERTALISM"™ FAILED IN "ABORTIVE PLOT."
STATEMENT NOTED THAT ATTEMPT CAME AT.TIME WHEN LARG IS PURG~-
ING LIBYA OF FOREIGN BASES AND REFERRED TO: "HIDDEN FORETIGN

MANDS"™e ALERTNESS OF FREE OFFICERS CREDITED WITH FOILING
ATTEMPT BY TRAITORS SERVING THEIR OWN PERSONAL INTERESTS.

16, LAR RADIO

2+ TELEGRAMS CONDEMNING ATTEMPTED COUP. AND: EXPRESSING
SUPPORT FOR RCC BEGAN TO BE BROADCAST SOON AFTER ORIGINAL
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ANNOUNCEMENT - FOR MOST PARY, SEn0EFE OF TELZGRAMS WERE UNKNOWN
REPEAT UNKNOWM INDIVIQUALS FROM gl FPARTS OF LIBYA-.

3 BVTW”FN 238 aMD 2138 HOURS Ma4AG TOURNE CITY OF TRIPOLI
JND FUUND NGO STGNS OF ANMIETY. Al FOLICE WERE IN NORMAL
POSTS AND NOD ARMY PERSONNEL WERE IN SIGHTe LOCAL MEDIA

WERE COVERING SUFPPORT TEMONSTRATION AT RADIO STATION WHICH
FEATURED HiGE PICTURE OF RCC PRESIGENT MU?AMMIR AL -QADHAAFI.

MOD "AADIM AL-
ONLY CABINET

Le AR RADIG ANNOQUMNZED AT
HAWWARAZ AND MOI MUUSA ARMAD
MINISTERS INVOLVED IN ARTTEMAT

LAR RADIO KREAD LONG ~aMpL INC ERVIEW BY QADHAAFI AT

E‘O

Bi10@ AND 9738 DECIMBER (e S FEATURED BROAD HINTS
THAT FOREIGN INTERaCSTSs TMfL "7 Lo 5 OAND UKes HAD ROLE IN
AVTEMPTIED £QUPe  WEVIDENIE® a02UIE Y ¢ US/UK INVAOLVEMENT

IR »/*”FfF NOTED TIMING OF ATTEMPT
: OF 3822 NEGOTIATIONSs  INTERVIEW
SE FOR WHICH HAWWAAZ HAD BEEN

3

VERY SKIMPY. GADMAAF [
CGJGESPONDED WITH BEGINK
ALSO REFERRED TO TMC/iCAS

RESPONSIARLEL LARG QOFFICIALe 2AaA0<as”! NOTED THAT DUE TO
INTEREST OF AMERICAN AMBACSSATOR HI HAD PRESSED HAWWAAZ
SOROFINAL RESCLUTION OF JASE 327 THAT HAWWAAZ HAD PREVARI -
CATED W QADHAAF{ SUGGESTED THAT RITLATIONSHIP BETWEEN HAWWAAZ
AND TWD AMERICAN ZUMPANIES WAS

TUBPICIOUSs AND. ASKED WHETHER
"HIS CASE HAD RELATIONSHIW TOOnul ATYEMPY.  HE THEN PROMISED

T SUPPLY ANSWER.

o GAUDHAAFT INTERVIEW ALSD 1HaAaldE 2 FEaR THAT HAWWAAZ AND

SHAAST WERE UNDER ARREST WiTH MORE ARRESTS 7O COME FROM
AMONG HIIGH RANKING OFFICERS IN W\dM RCC HAD PLACED CONFIDENCE
AT WHL CONTINUEDS TO L0 DOWN O L 0OWER RANKING FREE OFFICERS
COURT HaRTTAL WILlL BF KELH T Ty )FRQFTRAfDRQa ALL OF WHOM
ARE MILITARY REPEAT MILITARY (HNTEYIZW INDICATED FURTHER THAT
HAWWAAZ HAD REEN BREVENTSD CRIM COMMITTING SUICIDE AFTER
Hi{S ARREST
T EFBASSY AND MAALG QF & W40 TOURED CITY BETWEEN 08732
AND @215 DECEMEER 11 SARk GTHTNG UNUSUAL . TRAFFIC NORMALLY
LiCGHT OM SECOND oY Syl A S EUTR AT @¢830s HOWEVYER,
HEAVILY ARMED DETACHMENTS OF "ROOPS3 WERE PQOSTED ARGATD
AMERICAMNs BRITISH, ITALIAN: AND _S3ANESE EMBASSIESe FiIFs
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TEEN TROOPS AT AMERICAN EMBASSY UNDER COMMAND OF: FIRST
LIEUTENANTo AT 1@@8 ONE SALADIN AND FOUR FERRET ARMORED

RCARS TOOK UP POSI{TIONS (N VICINITY US EMBASSYe ONE SALADIN
AND: THREE FERRETS WERE LATER POSTED AT BRITISH CHANCERY.

BUT REMAINDER OF DOWNTOWN AREA OF TRIPOLT CONTINUES HAVE
FESTIVE AND RELAXEZD HOLIDAY AIRs WHETHER RCC IS ORGANIZING
WSPONTANEOQUS" DEMONSTRATION AGAINST US AND UK CHANCERIES OR
WHETHER IT HAS LEARNED LESSON OF BAILLFOUR DAY IS:NOT YET CLEAR.

8: BRITISH EMBOFFS INDICATETHAT HAWWAAZ WAS STILL' ACTING
EA MOD AT NOON ON DECEMBER 75 BUT THAT HIS DESK WAS MANNED
BY ARMY MAJOR EVENING DECEMBER ¢ WHO WAS INTRODUCED TO
WAKEFIELD AT MINISTER DEFENSE- {(BRITISH IDENTIFIED MAJOR
AS MEMBER MQOD'S ARMS NEGOTIATING (COMMITTEE. RESPONSIBLE FOR
EQUIPMENT I NAME BELIEVED T0O BE B! GASSEMo) AS: REPORTED
BY BENGHAZ]I 1313y HAWWAAZ WAS ARRESTED ON DECEMBER 7 OR 8.

9« COMMENTs SO FAR, ALLUSIODNS T0O AMERICAN INVOLVEMENT IN
ABORTIVE PLOT ARE TOO VAGUE 70 JUSYIFY OFFICIAL REACTION.
IF» HOEVER, ALILEGATIONS BECOME ANY STRONGER: OR MORE PRECISE
EMBASSY PLANS MAKE ORAL PROTESY ¥4 FOREIGN MINISTER. AT
MOMENT» EMBASSY AT LEAST APPEARS: PFERHAPS SOMEWHAT PRECARIOUSLY.
BE ON RIGHT SIDE JUDGING FROM QADSAAFI INTERVIEW COMMENT RE
TMC/ICAS CASEe MEANWMILE MEASURES TAKEN BY LARG TO INSURE
SECURITY CHANCERY APPRPEZARS ADEQUATZ« WE HAVE ALSO REMAINDED
FOREIGN MINISTRY BY TELEFHONE OF LARGYS RESPONSIBILITIES
INSURE SECURITY CHANCERY AND REZIDENLEe GPelbe

FALMER






